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1. What is Humanities? 

a. The course is a two year course built on the foundation of AP World History. English learning standards 

(TEKS) are embedded with the AP World content to create a valuable learning experience for the GT 

ELAR students. AP World content is taught at a slower pace than a typical AP World course because it is 

extended over the two year time period. The GT Humanities course seeks to create a learning 

environment that melds ELAR and History in a way that engages and challenges our gifted learners. 

 

2. What credit does the student receive? 

a. 9th grade students earn PreAP English 1 credit 

b. 10th grade students earn AP World History credit 

 

3. Who can take the course? 

a. Students who are identified as GT ELAR can take the course. They must enter the course their 9th grade 

year. 

 

4. Why should a student take Humanities? 

a. The Humanities course provides students with opportunities not available through PreAP English 1 and 

AP World History. The course allows GT students the opportunity to be in a sheltered GT class and work 

with their like peers. Although the content is rigorous, the students learn at a high level and have the 

support of teachers to bridge the world between high school and college. The teachers will help the 

students learn to manage challenging work along with their other high school courses and 

extracurricular activities. The experiences of learning with other GT students at a high level in a project 

based setting builds relationships and skills for future academic success. Additionally, Humanities 

provides our gifted learners with a creative outlet that activates their artistic and problem solving 

capabilities. 

 

5. Why can’t students get AP weighted credit for Humanities during their freshman year?  

a. The credit for the 9th grade year is PreAP English 1. There is not an AP English 1 available for any 

student; therefore, this course has the PreAP weighting. In order to avoid creating a weight imbalance 

between GT and other populations, the PreAP course cannot be weighted differently. Our teachers 

continually monitor the grade comparisons between the PreAP English I sections and our Humanities 

freshmen, as well as, the comparisons between World History AP courses and our Humanities 

sophomores in order to insure that one program does not privilege one population over another. 

 

6. What happens for the social studies credit for 9th grade and the English credit for 10th grade? 

a. Students will take another Social Studies in 9th grade. Many of the students will choose AP Human 

Geography, but another Social Studies can be taken. 

b. Students will take PreAP English 2 their junior year for their English credit. 

 

7. For a student perspective, view the video made by our PHS GT Humanities students. 

 https://youtu.be/iPWL2-ACcj0 

https://youtu.be/iPWL2-ACcj0

